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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE 


II flattering partiality wh which the 
1 following Letters have been received by 
the Publick, even in their detached ſtate, it 
is hoped will juſtify the Author in this col- 
lective publication, He is conſcious that they 
are not ſufficiently prepared to encounter the 
leverity of a critical examen. But they are 
intended to gain not the approbation of Cri- 
ticks, but the concurrence of Patriots; and 
though their compoſition ſhould not be cor- 
rect enough to command the former, he is 
ſure their principles are ſufficiently ſo to de- 


- | ſerve the latter. 


Tux urgency of the occaſion preſſes for 
their publication, without time for correction, 
or even reviſal. He thinks it neceſſary how- 
'Þ ever to advert, in a preface, to a few points, 
either omitted in the Letters, or not ſufficient- 
ly explained. The ſeries then follows, as 
they at firſt appeared in the publick Paper. 
The indulgence with which they were read, 
he truſts, will continue to attend them; and 
is not without hopes that their efficacy may 


be now encreaſed. Even faggots grow ſtrong, 8 
when bound together. 
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| * writer, whoſe unfortunate neceſſity 


it is to inculcare ſelf-evident truths, 
has a delicate, and often a thankleſs 


office. For it implies an extraordinary ſuſpi- 
cion either of the dulneſs of his readers which 


cannot underſtand, or their obſtinacy that will 
not confeſs. 'They, however, will probably 
have room to retort; and to complain that 
he, who perſiſts in preſſing obvious propoſiti- 


ons, grows either dull or didactick. The man, 


for inſtance, who goes abut to demonſtrate 
that two and two make four, muſt have a 


very contemptuous opinion of the talents of 


his friends, or a very high one of his own, if 


he expects to render the ſubject agreeable. 
Equally ſelf-evident are the propoſitions, that 


duty to our country is the higheſt under Hea- 
ven, that independence is more konourable 


than ſlavery, and liberty a happier ſtate than 


bondige; with many others which the fal- 
lowing Letters ur ge and repeat: The neceſſi- 
ty of this repetition may be worth enquiring 
into, It is ſomewhat curious as well as uſe— 
ful to examine why doctrines indubitably true, 


are ſo doubtfully received, and require to be 
ſo particularly preſſed. 


Cos ro M has been called the tyrant of fools. | 
But it is more. It is too often the ſanction 


of bad, and the deceiver of good men. A 


natural reſpect, an obedient ſort of veneration 
is paid to the habits, the diſpoſitions, and 
even to the errors, which have long prevailed. 
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Exery t! ing done appears io be right; Whatever 


has been ſuffered is thought to be "neceſſary. 
It, for a moment, a few finer ſpirits attempt 
to tem the torrent, their effort is overwhehn- 


ed in the multitude of contempt and ridicule 


with which the willing ſufferers affect to treat 


it, Ignoble precedent prevails; and we fit 
down * contented heirs of ſervile calamity 7 


and paſhve obedicnce. 

Tnos thought and thus ſuffered the ſpirit- 
lefs race ot: Capp: adocia; whoſe blotted name 
for ever ſtains the paige of hiſtory. She bluſhes 
while ſhe records their depravity in rejecung 
the glorious boon of liberty, offered to them 
by their too generous conquerors, They pre- 


ferred their uſual ſervitude, and hugged their 
accuſtomed chains. Warned by this infa- 
mous example, let nations guard againſt pre- 


cedents of flavery. Human nature is ever 
where the ſame; and is always fubje& to de- 


generacy: and the fame diſgraceful cauſes | 
neceſſaril) preduce the ſame ruin. Aequi- 
eſcence to oppreſſion is an admiffion of its 
Tignt and this admiſſion. daily enferhloc the. 
oppreſſed, whilſt it more than! in the ſame pro- 


portion ſtrengthens the oppreſſor; for it adds 
opinion to his cauſe. Ulurpation ſwells and 


triumphs in its eaſy conqueſt ; till at length the 
little remains of ſpirit in the people are annihi- 
lated. They at firſt neglected, next they are 
unable, and at laſt they ſink into an unwilling- 


neſs, to claim their rights. Their flavery is de- 


creed: and the tyrants are quieted in polſeſtion of 


their power. 


lx theſe countries, where liberty was the 


peculiar boaſt, and, as ſome of our old writers 


3 expreſs it, congenial to the very 


ſoil.— 
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ſoil, = the proper element of the free inhabi- 
tants, — it is equally to be wondered at and 
lamented that any cauſe ſhould avail to its 
decay; but particularly that the ſervile pre- 
ſcription of cuſtom ſhould be ſet up againſt 


it. But in truth it is unfairly pleaded. , For 


it is not the genuine ancient cuſtom of the 
country. This ſervile ſubjection to ſuperiors 


as they are called, but who are really ſuperior 


in nothing but the accidents of rank and title, 


is the ſpurious and corrupted uſage of modern 


times; and as different in nature as in au- 
thority from the exemplary practice of former 
ages. The learned and virtuous Selden well 


explained this ſubject to the firſt James. The 
arbitrary Pedant aſked that eminent Lawyer, 


what law there was to juſtify the right which 


the People claimed to reſiſt his power? „It 
is not authorized in the books,“ ſaid Selcen. 
J thought ſo,“ cried James with triumph. 
« But-pleaſe your majeſty,” returned Selden, 
« there is a law ſuperiour to the books; it is 


it the cuſtom of England.” 3 
Tuis country ſurely will not relinquiſh her 

ſiſter- claim to rights ſo teſpectably juſlifed, 

Rival of the liberties ann tte glories of her 


| fiſter-kingdom, ſhe will feel and ſhe will 


exert her duty to reſt the violations of her 


conſtitution, whether attempted by monarchy 
on the throne, or ariſtocracy around it, 
| Conſcious of the national importance of the 


preſent criſis, ſhe will not pervert nor negle& 
it. Neither the tameneſs of modern cuſtom, 


nor the ariſtocratick influence of titled uſur- 
pers, fhall lull nor intimidate her into a deſer- 
tion of her rights; particularly her primary 


* funda- 


viii % 
fundamental right of free eleQion. Nor will 


her ſpirit ſuffer her to adopt the celpondency 
of ſome of her degenerate ſons. 


For beſides the diſgraceful plea of cuſto- 


mary ſervitude, there are certain whining 


reaſoners who affect to deſpair of the conſtitu- 
tion. To what purpoſe, they aſk, are indivi- 


dual exertions of patriotiſm? Majorities in 
parliament, they complain, are certain; Go— 
vernment invincible; penſions and places nu— 
merous and decifive ; and rotien boroughs an 
incurable evil. Thence they infer that it 
raatters not whether they be well or ill re- 


prefented ; that all is vanity and vexation of 
tpirit; and that no advantage can be derived 
But is this 


from any candidate whatever. 
wiſer or juſter in political, than it would be 


in moral reaſoning, it the rich man were to 


fay to the wretch that folicitcd alms, «© My 
good friend, thou art miſerably poor ; there- 
tore I will give thee nothing: | lee you have 


been ſtripped, robbed and abuſed, and ſtand 
in the extremeſt need of my aſſiſtance; and 


for that reaſon, thou ſhalt have none from 


me?” For, in the preſent inſtance, the Elec- 
tots are the rich and r5-07ful men of the 
realm. They have in their voices the real 
conſtitutional wealth; which, if they rightly. 


diſpenſe it to relieve the neceſſities of their 
country, will return throuzh her emiched 
channels with immeaſurable intereſt to them- 


ſelves. But it is to invert all principles of 
common ſenſe and common juſtice, to argue 
that we ought not to ſupport our country be- 


cauſe the is oppreſſed. The very reaſon 
which ſhould ſpur us on to the moſt active 
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this unmanly deſpair. 
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exertions, is impudently manufactured into a 
deceitful opiate to dull and blunt our ſpirits, 
And in this inſtance it would be peculiarly 
ſpiritleſs and abſurd for electors to deſpair of 
a cauſe, which is immediately their own and 
ſolely in their own power. 
SURELY this great and reſpeQtable county 


will not incur the reproach of deſerting ſuch 


a cauſe, and ſacrificing both the rights and 
power of the people. Other northern coun- 
ties, — for liberty, with her two ſupporters 
induſtry and the proteſtant religion, is a na- 
tive of the North, — exhibit a conduct more 
honourable. Derry, Donegall, Armagh, ſtand _ 
forward in the lift of the aſſertors of publicx 
Independence has ſtruck a deep 
root in the land; and will branch out and 
flouriſh over the country. Some of the moſt 
conſiderable cities and boroughs, with the 
metropolis at their head, concur in the cauſe, 
The eleQtors of Ireland begin to feel their 


* fitvation, and to know themſelves; that 
without whining their deſperate prayers to 


Jove or Hercules for aſſiſtance, they need 
only apply their own ſhoulders to the wheel ; 


and that their own efforts will certainly avail, 


to extricate the political machine from the 
bogs and filth which have hitherto clogged its 
operations. 

BuT fact, as well as argument, is againſt 
The defeat of the 
mortgage-bill, the repeal of the veſtry-bill, 
and other ſignal ſucceſſes in Parliament, are 
memorable proots of the advantages to be de- 


' Tived to the country from conſtitutional Re- 
pPreſentatives. Theſe eminent ſervices plead 


A S. un- 
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unanſwerably in favour of the atchievers of 


them, and inculcate, beyond contradiction, 
as well to our intereſt as our gratitude, the 


neceſſity of electing the ſame victorious pa- 
triots to oppoſe with equa? ſucceſs the revival 
of thoſe dangerous deſigns, and the innova- 
tion of other miſchiefs which impend. For, 
let this country be timely warned. The ſpirit 


of deſpotiſm is gone forth. Oppreſſion her 
object, devaſtation her means, famine, fword 


and fire her inſtruments, even now ſhe ra- 
vages the new world. If Heaven, for ulti- 
mate purpoſes beyond human reach, permit 
ſucceſs to the oppreſſor; and if that mighty 
continent muſt ſink to flavery, can this 
little iſland hope for a happier dcom ; unleſs 
ſhe call forth all her virtue, and exert all her 


ſpirit, to deſerve and to obtain it? Fluſhed 


with the falſe glories of her unnatural con- 
queſt, will the 2 of England ſpare her paſ- 
ſive ſiſter-king 


too late, the miſchiefs of her voluntary folly, 
in abetting the tyranny of the parent ſtate over 
her dependencies. For, what better name 
than tyranny can be given to a ſyſtem of ar- 
bitrary exaction, ſupported by the ſword? 
What other principles can actuate our rulers 
to the proſecution of fuch a war? What is 
its object? Not taxation. That, the Mini- 
ſters have publickly diſclaimed in parliament: 
and General Burgoyne in his letter to 1.ce 


expreſsly abandons it. If, ſays he, relief 
from the uncommercial taxes (tea, &c.) be 
the object of quarrel, the war is at an end.” 


Why 


om, when ſhe has cruſhed the 
_ ative and juſt exertions of her ſons? This un- 
happy country will then feel, and will lament 
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Why then was not that relief afforded them, 
in order to end the war? Becauſe the Mini- 
| ſters pretended it would not have ſatisfied 


America. She aims at independence, and 
total diſconnexion from Great Britain!“ The 
Minifters ſay ſo; perhaps they think fo. But 


ſhall the random or malicious gueſſes of igno- 


rant men, for ſuch they have been proved, 
be admitted as conclufive evidnce againſt the 
peace and happineſs of the empire. Certainly 
not: even if no anſwer were given to them. 
For to accuſe, is not to condemn ; and admi- 
niſtration are not yet participant of the infal- 
libility of their new ally of Rome; ſo as to 
command implicit aſſent to their aſſertions, 
becauſe. they are theirs. But America can 


give up this advantage of throwing the proof 


on her accuſers; and can difprove this only 
charge againſt her, even to demonſtration. 
There are but three ways to diſcover the in- 


tentions of men; viz. their declarations, their 
actions, and their intereſt, When theſe con- 


cur, my poſition is that they prove the inten- 


tion. | aſſert then, and it is plain matter of 


fact, that they do concur to ſhew the earneſt 
intention of America to continue her accul- 
tomed dependence on the mother-country. 
Their declaration ro that effect have been 
uniform, ſolemn, and full. In all the Votes, 


Reſolutions, Petitions, Publications of the 


Congreſs, that obedient idea of naval and 
commercial dependence is anxiouſly main- 
tained. That admirable Aſſembly, which in 


wiſdom, virtue and fortitude truly repreſents 


its conſtituents, deprecates only the monſtrous 


and mad proceeding, which would add to the 


mono- 
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monopoly cf their trade and manufacture an 
arbitrary taxation of their internal property. 
And it is particularly obſervable, that they 
only complain of the arbitrary practice of uni- 
verſal taxation; and not of the general prin- 
ciple. For in all their applications, either to 
King or Parliament, they never require the 


repeal of the declaratory AQ, which eftab- 


liſhes that principle: but it intends it however, 
as all principles ought to be intended, to be 
acted upon with equity and moderation. The 
ſupreme power and right of Great-Britain is 
there declared “ in all caſes whatſoever.” 
And it may be admitted to exiſt in all caſes, 


either external or internal. But the decla- 


ratory A does not, cannot ſay, that it 
equally exiſts at all times, and for all pur- 
poles; to be exercilcd arbitrarily either to 
£lut corruption, to indulge caprice, or to 2 
ate revenge. There may be a right; but 

may loſe its nature, and become the mod 4. 


cus wrong, by urjuſt cxertiors. The King, : 


for inflence, may have a right to preſs his 
ſubjects, or a particular deſcripticn of them, 


into the ſea- ſervice. And the moſt conſtitu- 


tional lawyers decide ſo. But even the moſt 
hardened lawyer would bluſh to aſſert, and 
the tamelt flive would riſe to reſiſt, a perpe- 


tual, unneceſſary and oppteſſive abuſe of it. 


— But, to return. We have ſeen the decla- 
rations of America conſtantly in proof of their 


dutiful dependent intentions, Let us try them 


by the next criterion, their a&ons. 


THE fair point of view to judge theſe in, 
is a lituation fimilar to the preſent; or, at 


leaſt, 
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leaſt, to what was lately the ſituation of both 


countries; when I maintain the innocence of 
America as to independent views: which if 
ſhe now entertains, we can only blame our 
own infatuation that has compelled her, The 


point of view I with to take is the ſtate of 


America, previous to the repeal of the ſtamp- 
act. She was then, according to the language 
of parliamentary journals, „ in outrageous | 
rebellion.” To reftore the happineſs and con- 
nexion of both countries, a repeal of that act 
Then, as now, it was object 


It was then 
as now, urged, „ We muſt not give up the 


rights of the mother- country: — America will 


take advantage of our conceſſions, and will 
proceed to diſpute our commercial authority, 
and to throw off her dependence.” Juſtice 
and good policy prevailed againſt 
theſe injurious prejudices ; and the ſtamp-ac 
The ad'iens of America then 
evinced the ſincerity cf her dutitul dit (poſiti- 
ons: for ſhe ſell back to her obedient and ſuh- 
ordinate ſtation with an alacrity which ex- 
torted acknowledgment and praiſe even from 
her enemies; and the only advantage ſhe 
made of our wife conceſſion, was to co-ope- 
rate in reſtoring the harmony and happineſs of 
the empire. It was reſtored; and would have 
been eſtabliſhed, but for our fatal relapſe into 
the former folly. About two years aſterwards, 


the attempt at internal taxation was revi- 


ved; and what was perhaps ſtill more vexati— 
ous, was continued, at a mcmorable period 


which ſoon follow ed, though Lord Hillſbo- 
_ rough 
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rough had in the name of all the miniſters 
expreſsly diſclaimed it, in his publick letter to 
the Colonies. The violence and folly which 
have ever ſince diſgraced our councils and our 
arms, are not to my preſent purpoſe ; which 


is only to prove the peaceful and obedient diſ- 
poſition of America; from which ſhe was 


driven by the revival of our oppreſſions. 
Theſe are unanſwerable facts; which however 


are either unknown, or miſunderſtood, by thoſe _ 


who decide rather by opinion than argument ; 
and who judge more by their own paſſions, 
than the actions of thoſe whom they condemn. 


As to the intereſt of America, little need be 
ſaid to prove how much her ſtrength, her 
wealth, her ſecurity and her happineſs depend 
It is undeniable in argu- 
ment that infinite advantages muſt be derived 


on Great-Britain. 


to Colonies from the protection of a powerful 
Mother-country, while ſhe diſpenſes to them a 


participation of her laws and her freedom, as 
far as the nature of Colonies can admit, and 


is content with their honourable dependance 
on her, without ſtraining it to total ſlavery, 
The happy experience of ages confirms this 
theory. 
under our wing. 
under our regulations ; their wealth encreaſed 
by our permiſſion. Their manners took a 


poliſh from our example; and the affection of 
the ſuperiour ſtate indulged to them the means 


of elegant felicity. They knew the happineſs, 


the ſtrength of their ſituation ; and they anxi- 
ouſly wiſh its return. They deprecate the idea 
of diſconnexion from Great-Britain, or inde- 

pendence as it is called, as a ſevere calamity ; 
ST | | to 


Our colonies grew, and flouriſned 
Their commerce expanded 
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to be exceeded by none but ſlavery. The al- 


ternative to them is terrible: and nothing can 


drive them to adopt the former part of it, but 


our perſiſting to preſs the latter. So think, 
and fo have argued, their beſt and wiſeſt writ- 
ers. The famous author of the Farmer's let- 
ters has amply explained the intereſt of Ame- 
rica to require a dependance on Great-Britain. 
The fill more famous Dr. Franklin, whoſe 
name ſhall for ever rank not only with the 


witeſt politicians of his time, but with the moft 


eminent philoſophers of any age or country, 
has thoroughly proved the miſchiefs in which 
this dreaded independence muſt involve Ame- 
rica. In his very able argument publiſhed in 
ſupport of Lord Bath's pamphlet above thirty 


pears ago, the ſubject is fully diſcuſſed. The 


claſhing intereſts of twelve or fourteen rival 
Powers, different in religion, government, 


manners, —reſembling only in an hoſtile jea- 
louſy each of the other, are moſt formidably 


ſtated by him. And it 1s certain that ſuch a 
firife of elements muſt produce almoſt an in- 
curable chaos of confuſion. No ſuperintend- 
ing power to preſide, and to pacity no om- 
nipatence of legiſlation to quell the turbulent 
ſcene, and bid order riſe ; the univerſal tumult 
and a fortuitous concourſe in 
the political creation of the new world would 
be as deſperate, as it is incredible in the natural 
account of the old one.-Againſt this poſiti- 
on, no argument can be drawn from the pre- 
ſent union of the Colomes. It is a ſudden, 
Quod divitm pro- 


mittere nemo auderet.— The miniſters pronoun- 
We had their awful and 
fre- 
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frequent aſſurances that it could not happen; 

or it it happened, that it could not laſt. And 

1 will admit to them that every appearance 

was probable that it could not : except perhaps 

the aſſertion of the miniſtry, That, being a- 
gainſt its poſſibility, induced many who beſt 


knew the wiſdom and truth of the Cabinet, 


certainly to expect it. But it muſt be remem- 
bered that this extraordinary ſtate of things has 
been produced, and is protracted, by cauſes 
equally extraordinary. The unheard-ot op- 


preſſions attempted by one county have called 


into action, and into union, an unheard-of 


ſpirit in the other ;—a ſpirit compounded of 
liberty, virtue and valour, ſupporting an union 
unrivalled in the annals of mankind. And 


while the attempted oppreſſion laſts, the ſpirit 


will ſpread ard accumulate, and the union 


ſtrengthen. Till, when at laſt the feebleneſs 
of deſpotiſm ſhall fail, ard the vis conſult expers 
mile ruet ſud, this xtraordinary fabrick of uni- 
ted intereſts ſhall allo diſſolbe. When the ce— 


ment which held them together is withdrawn, 
It was the 


they naturally ſink and ſeparate. 
common enemy that made common caule a- 
mong them. With that powerful motive, the 
effect would alſo ceaſe: for their intereſts would 
ceaſe to be common; or, at leaſt, to appear fo. 
And they mult ſoon realize one of the dreams 
of the Prieit of Glouceſter, by falling into con- 


fuſion and ruin: but nothing under omnipo- 


tence could realize his viſions of proſperty to 
_ theſe countries ; or reſtore the ſtrength of the 
diſmembered Empire. | 


Ir therefore the declarations, the actions, 


and the intereſt of men, be the means of col- 
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pen; 
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wanderings of ſpirit or of virtue. 


PREFACE 
lecting their intentions, - and 1 know no other 
—and if theſe methods concur to vindicate 
America from aiming at independence, as [ 
maintain they do ; ſhe ſtands acquitted from 
the charge: and this miniſterial aſſertion, a- 
vowedly the only baſis of the war, has no ſoun- 
dation in fact. My inference is, that the a- 
vowal of the miniſtry is a pretence to cover 
the blackeſt deſigns. For deſigns cannot be 
fair, that are carried on through deception, 
and enforced by violence. Taxation is not 
the objeQ of the war. The miniſters diſclaim 


XVu 


it. Io check the independent views of Ame- 
rica, was not the motive, for no fuch views 


were entertained, and therefore no ſuch mo- 
tive could exiſt. But liberty exiſted, flouriſh- 
ed, in that great continent; and that is a 
crime of the deepeſt dye in the ethicks of mo- 


dern polity. Certainly ard conſiſtently fo ; 
for our miniſters have the merit of uniformity 
in oppreſſion. They have a ſyſtem to ſup- 


port and they muſt reduce to it the irregular 
It is not at 
all wonderful that ſuch a ſyſtem ſhould exiſt. 

It has, in different proportions, exiſted often 


in theſe countries; and conſtantly in others. 


But it is rather extraordinary that it ſhould 
ever find ſupporters ſufficiemly hardened to 
avow and to glory in it :—that even Mr. 
Rigby ſhould not bluſh to maintain the ne- 
ceſſity of tyranny. Woe muſt cruſh Ame- 
rica,“ ſays this humane and modeſt gentle- 
man. We muſt not propoſe, nor accept 
any terms of accommodation; we muſt en- 
force from them a total, unconditional abſo- 
lute ſubjeQion.” To this doctrine and theſe 


meaſures, let Ireland ſeriouſly attend: For, 
through 


IA” PREFACE 
through the amiable medium of this gentle- 


man's tenderneſs, the argument and the dan- _ 


ger come home to us. It is his favourite 
theme, and no doulbt would be his ſpeedy 


practice, and that of his powerful connexion, 


as part of the ſyſtem they purſue, to rule Ire- 


land with the fame rod of iron with which 
they ſcourge, or attempt to ſcourge Ame 
rica. And why ſhould they not ? It is 


their ſyſtem. They claim a right f crufh 


vs + and we ſeem to admit their claim. 
Preciſely the ſame principle of arbitrary domi- 
nion over the property and liberty of Ameri- 


ca, unlimitted and unconditional, . which fome 


ok the publick bodies of this kingdom have 
applauded, will operate againſt the liberty and 
property of Ireland. And it will indubitably 


be enforced arainſt us; for cur poiitencls 
©} 7 | hd 


will yield a much richer and cheaper ſpoil, 


than the rugged reſiſtance of the continer.. 


Then, when the land-tax is let looſe againſt- 
us to deyour the county: —- When the excile 


ries like a peitiience to grind the faces and 


penetrate the vitals of the poor ;—%:en te 


unſparing hand of power wrings from us the 
uttermoſt farthing to purchaſe the little light 


of Heaven that ſhall be able to pierce thiough 
the cloud of our miſeries ;—when the whole 


legion of revenue-plagues ſhall come upon us 


like an armed man ;—ſhall we dare to com- 
Plain ?—ſhall we preſume to murmur ? No,“ 
we ſhall well be told, you have approved our 


« principle, and encouraged our proceedings. 


„If the principle were unjuſt, why have you 


« juſtified it ? If the proceedings be violent, 
„ why did you vindicate them? You have 


* applauded and ſanctified our doArine and 


„ Our 


from the adverſary. 
proves the generoſity of his principle, which 
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« our meaſures : and have offered your lives 
« and fortunes in their ſupport. We now 
4c demand them; but, we tell you for your 
% comfort, we ſhould have taken them whe- 
« ther you offered them or not: For © we 
« have a right to cruſh you into uncondition- 


« ſubjection.“ 


1 wave been thus particular in ſtating the 
great American queſtion, to warn my coun- 
trymen of the critical ſituation of their coun= 


try :—to rouſe them to a ſenſe of their dan- 
ger and their duty; and to inculcate a correſ- 


pondent conduct of ſpirit and virtue. Their 


opportunity, and their only opportunity, is at 


hand. They may now give their honeſt voice 


in parliament ; and effeQ the intereſts of their 
country there, through a real conſtitutional 
repreſentative; who dedicates himſelf ſolely to 

them, and to their cauſe; and who has given 


deciſive proofs of his ability, as well as un- 


; corruptable inclination, to ſerve them. 
Tux ſignal initance of patriotiſm in reject- 
ing the offer of a ſeat in parliament, becauſe 
be would not ſor a moment detach himſelf 


from the cauſe of the people, 1s adverted to in 
the following letters. The equally noble and 


_ diſintereſted reſignation of his military emo- 
luuments, deſerves equal praiſe, gratitude and 


ſupport, from his aſſociates in the cauſe of li- 
berty ; and extorts reluQant applauſe even 
Io all the world he 


diſdained the wages that might inſtitute a 
claim upon him for a ſervice, which he thought 


a ſervice of oppreſſion. To the judicious and 
the juſt, who know it to be fo, he evinces the 


wiſdom as well as the deſintereſtedneſs of his 
5 | patri- 
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patriotiſm. Theſe are ſolid and ſubſtantial 
ccmonſtrations of ſincerity, Appearances may 
ſeem to flatter ; probabilities may tend to per- 
ſuade ; but facts convince. Sacrifices, of this 
ſerious import, are not made for nothing. 
They argue a decided and confirmed opini— 
on ; and eſtabliſh a certainty of its orthodox 
continuance. Except indeed with thoſe poli- 
tical ſkepticks, who doubt the poſſibility of 
publick virtue. This libel on mankind was 
firſt publiſhed by Sir Robert Walpole. And 
it came properly from him. It cannot be 
wondered that corruption and vice ſhould vilify 
virtue. Or it may be admitted that they mean 


not to calumniate, but really miſtake the 
point: as the drunken wretch, looking with + 
diſtorted opticks through the medium of his 


own ſituation, imagines every other perſon in 
the ſame ſtate of intoxication with himſclf. 


The malice, or the blindneſs of ſuch men 
knows no bounds ; nor diſtinguiſhes any cha- 
rater. Even the ſacred manes of John 


Hambden are viotated by the injurious inſi- 
nuatiuns of che Scotch hiſtorian in his pre- 
tended hiſtory of England, but what really is, 


and ſhould hain be called, an apolcgy 


for the houſe of Stuart, 


To ſuch malignants, and aſſaſſins of cha- 


_ rater, let us leave the ungenerous calumny. 


Capable of conceiving, becauſe conſcious in 


our own breaſts of its exiſtence, let us ap- 


prove ourſelves anxious to reward diſintereſt- 
ed publick virtue — Let us cooly and un- 
biaſſedly compare the perſonal merits and the 


conſtitutional claims of our candidates; and 


let us effectually ſupport the man, who ſhall 


be found to have an indiſputable preference. 
THE 
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| They are the Truftees, rot the Owners of the Efate. 


The Fee-fimple is in Us. Jox1vs. 


| HE great writer, vhoh words I have - 
placed at the head of my paper, is 


juſtly acknowledged to excel, in ſplen- 
dour of imagery, and in ſtrength of diction. 
But his excellence xtends to points, ſtill more 
important. No writer has inveſtigated with ſuch 


bagacity, nor with ſuch clearneſs pointed out, 


the 


(-2-] 
the true nature of our admirable conſtitution. 
The wiſdom and learning of Locke had aſcer- 
tained ſome great fundamental maxims, which 
conſtituted, or at leaft contnbuted to form, the 
baſis of our liberties. But it remained for the 


| ſucceeding addrefs and efoquence of Jumus to 


Encounter and to ſubdue, at leaſt in the fields 


of argument, the more refined corruptions of 


later times. 


THe gradual decay of the democratical part 
of our conſtitution, gives moſt ſerious alarm to 


every man, who knows how to value the legal 
freedom, of regulating his actions by his own rea- 
fon ; and of diſpoſing his property according to 


bis own will, for his own, and his country s ad- 


vantage. Theſe ſignal, and godlike, privi 


have hitherto bleſſed theſe happy kingdoms. To 


ſecure, to perpetuate the bleſſing, is the duty of 


every man in them. It is peculiarly ours, m7 
countrymen and fellow - freeholders. It is in- 


diſpenſably ours; for, the fee- ſunple is in us. 
PerxMIT therefore one of yourſelves, thus to 


fulf his duty to. his country, by ſubmitting to 
you, with no other confidence than what trat 


| Inſpires, his thoughts on this moſt important ſub- 
JeQ 3 and at this critical opportunity, | which ajone 
has been given to us, by the virtue or perſevering 


patriotiſm, to amancipate our freeholds and to 


vindicate the conſtitution. 
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Wy are no longer ſunk in the dead. repoſe of 
deſpotiſm, and long parliaments. Thoſe ſtag- 
nations of corruption and filth, ſhall no more 
poiſon the land. © Alba nautis fella refulſit.” 
The returning day-ſtar of the conſtitution again 
illuminates the political hemiſphere; and, in 


| fulneſs of ſplendour, diſplays the glorious mo- 


ment which reſtores to us our original rights. 
The power which we delegated, and the truſt 


which we conferred, revert to us The conſti- 


tution regenerates. And the new birth inſpires 
new vigour, As the giant received renovation 


of ſtrength from touching his mother earth, fo 


the rights of the people acquire new ſpring and 


\ force, when brought back to theit * and 


parent-ſource, the people's voice. | 
SURELY, my brethren will not be fo Blind to 


their moſt eſſential intereſts, as to negle&, or 


| abuſe, this only opportunity of protecting them - 


Is there a man amongſt us, who will not praiſe 
and honour that truly conſtitutional meaſure, the 
bill for limiting the duration -of parliament ? 


ſhall there then be found a ſlave, fo ſottiſhly duli 


or ſo ſhameleſsly baſe, as to thwart the glorious 
purpoſe intended by that admirable bill? --- The 
purpoſe of independence --- the cauſe of liberty 
Sucn, my friends, are the invaluable bleſſings 
now within our graſp. Such are the tranſcen- 


dent rewards now preſented to us by the opportu- 


nity of an ele&tion. Power now: returns to its 


genu- 


PI 

genuine centre, the will of the people. It 1 
theirs, and only theirs, again to put it in action, and 
to preſcribe its operations. The vital blood ebbs 
back, to the heart of the conſtitution. Let us imi- 
tate the wiſdom of nature, and we ſhall attain its 
ſucceſsful effects. Let us give the vital ſtreams 
again to flow, through their conſtitutional channels. 
So ſhall the health of the whole body be reſtored, 
and its ſtrength eſtabliſhed. 
ſhall revive, and flouriſh. And the ghaſtly coun- 
tenance of poverty and ſervitude, ſhall brighten 
into the ſmile of happineſs, and the triumph of 
liberty. 

I have aid, that the opportunity of attaining 
theſe glorious objects is now preſented to us. 
To prove this important truth, and to inculcate 
the uſe we ſhould make of this important criſis, 
thall be the buſineſs of my ſuture letters. 

In the mean time, permit me to add a words 
relative to myſelf. If the cauſe of truth re- 
_ quired aſſiſtance, perhaps ſome might be derived 
to it, From the diſintereſted character of her ad- 


vocate. To begin then negatively, ---I am not 
actuated to this undertaking by an idle ambition, 


of applauſe in general, nor of the particular ap- 
probation of any of your candidates: for my 
name is unknown, and I hope will remain fo. 


1 am not a great man, nor a placeman, nor a 


penſioner, nor a Jacobite, nor a tory, nor a 


hve: nor do aſpire to any of thoſe honourable 


ap- 
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appellations, either jointly or, f.vrally, I do 
not, on the other hand, “ beat the drum of 
faction, nor ſound the trumpet cf fcdition.” 
For, I do moſt poſitively and folemnly proteſt 
myſelf, a zealous friend to the conſtitution, as 
eſtabliſhed in church and ſtate. I am rcligioufly 
attached to the pallacium of all our liberties, the 


liberty of the preſs: and am at preſent much 


obliged to it, for allowing me to tell you ſo. In 

ſhort, lam a FREEMAN; and, — a title which [ 

would not exchange for a French dukedom, nor 

the higheſt ſeat in the Turkiſh divan —— 
1 95 I am | 


Feb. 5th, 1776. A FREEnOLD YR. 


Li r rin II. 


I cannot doubt that You will unanimouſly aſſert 
the freedom of election, and vindicate your exclu- 
[eve right to chaoſe your repreſentatives. 


Jo xius. 


UR ſuffrages are ſolicited by four candi- 
| dates, for the repreſentation of our coun- 
ty in Parliament. The nature therefore of this 
great object, the truſt of repreſentation, demands 
our moſt ſerious attention. Duly impreſſed with 
an awful conviction of its magnitude, we ſhall 


B pro- 
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proceed, with a due proportion of anxiety, to 
ſcrutinize the merits of thoſe who aſpire to it. 


Leer me, in the firſt place, conjure you, my 


countrymen, never to loſe fight of the great fun- 
damental principle, that You are the origin of 


| Power, Government was conſtituted by, and for 


the people. This is the voice of reaſon, and the 
right of humanity : and applies, in theory, to 

all the nations of the world. But it is our pe- 

culiar felicity, to realize the ſpeculation ; and to 

feel its actual bleſſings. We are de fads, as well 
as de jure, free. | 17 8 


Tur ſuperiour freedom of our conſtitution, 


reſults from the admirable diſpoſition of its com— 
ponent powers. Theſe are cxactliy competent to 
the pureſt purpoſes of liberty. For as the natu- 
ral tendency of each, is to the benefit of all, 
that is, to general liberty; ſo this diſpoſition is 


confirmed, and confined to its object, by the re- 


lative control of each power over the others. 
The People deliberate, the Peers approve, and 
the King aſſents. This triple authority ma kes the 
law. The execution of which is entruſted to the 
royal arm, merely for the ſnke of Jdecihon and 


diſpatch. For, if the executive power abuſe its 
truſt, the control both of Peers and People un- 


pends, to rectiſy the abuſe, an! to puniih its 
author. If the Peers, forgetful of the truſt which 
their country repoſes in their .wiſdom, ſhout! vio- 
 lently aſſume new privileges; or, BY GRADUAL 


EN - 
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FNCROACHMENT ON TUE RIGHTS OF THE 
PeopLE, ſbould graſp at ariflacracy ; the dignity 
of the crown ſhould diſcountenance their at- 
tempts :---THE $2?1K1IT OF THE PEOPLE WILL 
SUPPRESS THEM. If, laſtly, the deliberations + 
of the People ſwell into faction and fedition, a 
centle, but certain, remedy is entruſted to the 
executive power. Thus, theſe three powers con- 
ititute that ſyſtem of government, fo peculiarly 
the boaſt of theſe kingdoms ! ! --- ſo juſtly the won- 


der of the world! 


Bur it is particularly obſervable, that the 
very eſſence of this ſyſtem, is the jealous relation 
which the component parts beir, each to the 
other. This is the ruling principle; which, by 
checking the exceſſes of each, ſecures the juſt 
power and happineſs of all. If this be in any 
degree relaxed, the general liberty ſo far ſuffers 


immediate injury, and incurs the danger of ab- 


ſolute ruin. For inſtance ; if the people fhould 
ceaſe to be the jealous guardians of their own 
rights; and, inſtead of controling the executive, 
thould implicitly acquieſce to it; that power, 
whole duty it was to ex<cute the Jaws, will gra- 


dually grow above them. Furniſhed with the 


means of exerciſing deſpotiſm, the inclination 
will at leaſt keep pace with the power. Ma- 


nœuvies of government will then be practiſed 


with ſucceſs, becauſe without reſtraint ; and, 


_ the ſpirit of the conſtitution be fled, the 
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fornis of it may be preſerved. Advances will 
be made with caution, left too violent a tranſition 
mould rouſe the lumbering people. Their af- 
iemblics may be continued, as they ceaſe to be 
troubleſome; for corruption is an eaſier engine 
than violence, and more ſurely ſucceſsſul New 


offices are created, and great falirics annexed Old 


ones are continued, and receive great addition. 
Seduction aſſumes every ſhape, of penſion againſt 
law, othce without employment, and falary with- 
out ſervice, Till, at laſt, the corrupt arts of 
uacontrolled ambition ſhall have undermined 
that Conſtitution, which had for centuties repel- 
led its open and avowed attacks: and our ex- 
piring liberty ſhall fatally verify the prediction 
of the ſagacious Monteſquien, * Ir will perih 
when the legiſlative power thall be more corrupt 
than the executive,” . 


Tuis ſhort abſtract of our Conſtitution in its 
genuine ſtate, and of the dangers to which it is 


expoſed in its abuſe, will ſuggeſt to you many re- 


flections. But none more important than this; 


that as the People, from their numbers, are obli- 
ged to act by repreſentation ; their department 
of liberty is therefore more endangered. For the 
common maxin faith truly, that every man does 
his own buſineſs beſt. The crown has a ſingle, 


and therefore a clear, attention to its own inte- 


reſts. And, from the mighty encreaſe of influ- 
ence ariſing from numberleſs cauſes, ſome per- 


haps 
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haps noccſary ani ail powerſul, the rights of 
royalty are certainly in no danger of diminution. 
The Nobles are equally f2cure. Their wealth 
and honours, whether deſervedly poſſeſſed or not, 
g ve them great actual weight in the ſcale. And 
the jealous diſtant ſpirit, cbarackeriſtic of that 
proud body, enſure to them the preſervation of 
it, But the People cannot take an immediate 
part in legiſlation. They are obliged to delegate 
their power. An! delegation neceifirily weak- 


ens the original force. Your neceffiry fituation 


therefore in the political fabrick expoſes you to 
danger; even though you endeavour to take 
your poſt with wiſdom, and with hon-ſty. But 
if blindly you de ſert your ſtation, and dithonour- 
ably entruſt its deſence io weak or wicked mer- 
cen ries, ruin muſt incvitably overwhelm the 
whole magnificent ſtructure of our liberties. The 
glorious arch which had ſupported them, muſt 


fall to the ground; if its key-ſtone, the inde- 


pendence of the people, be permitted to moulder 
away. 

P.ovst then, my friends and fellow-freehold- 
ers! Arain, and again, agitate in your minds 
the extenſive importance of the preſent moment. 


The truſt you are to repoſe, is the truſt of legiſ- 


lation. Init, are involved your property, your 
lives, and your liberties. If you efteem them 
worth pr-ſerving, © aſſert the freedom of elec- 
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tion,” and raw wow excluſive right to 
chooſe your repreſentatives.” 
Wu o they ſhould be, 1 {hill with due deference 
to your integrity and better judgment, ſubviit to 


you in my future letters. In which, if I freely 


and thoroughly diſcuſs the pretenfions of our 
prefent candidites; I trud the notoriety of the 
lubj:&, and its inſinite importance, will amply 
excuſe me. At all events, I can truly ſay with 


the piuloſopher cf Geneva, « I jJall find my 


apology, and my comtort, at the bottom of my 


heart.” 


Feb gih, 1776. A FrrencLiDes. 


LITT IA III. 


All Members ought to be inhabitants 5 the places | 


for 1 they are choſen. 


he a: 


No Lord of Parliament hath any right to inter- 
fere in the election of Commoners. 5 
BLACKSTONE. 


T is perhaps unneceſſary, but [ find it faris- 


factory to my own feelings, to premiſe an 
8 en the diſcuſſion of pantie 
characters 5 


Perny 


d 
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Every man who ſolicits public favour, 7½½ 
facto, ſubmits himſelf. to public trial. As the 
confidence of his country is the object, merit to 
his country ſhould be the means: and he cannot 


hope to gain his ſuit, until his title be thoroughly 


examined, In the moſt vulgar inftances, this 
preliminary prevails. The bailiff, who propoſes 
to ſuperintend your farm; the fervant, who pe- 
titions for a memal place in your family; pro- 
duces credentials of former gogd behaviour: and 
gives ſecurity for its continuonce. When, there» 
fore, higher truſts are ſolicited ; the foundations 
of confidence ſhould be more deeply laid. Let 
us, my countrymen, examine them to the bottom. 

Tae Hon. Henry Seymour Conway, the Hon. 


 Huzh Skeffington, John O'Neill, Eſq; “ and 


James Willſon, Eiq; are our candidates. - As a 
compliment due to the Stranger, let us begin 
with Mr. Conway. 

Mr. Conway refides in aged fixed there, 
by connexion, by inclination, and by duty. His 
father is an Englich Earl, Lord Chamberlain to 
his Mlajeſty's houſehold, and unalienably attached 
to the Court. Poſſeſſed of an ample fortune 
in Ireland, he remembers that country only in 
the large reauttances which he draws from her 
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„Since the writing of this 3 Mr. O'Neill has 


declined ſtanding candidate for Eng the 
ne of Antrim. 
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exhauſted boſom; unleſs indeed his attention be 
ſometimes revived at the polite period or octen— 
nial condefcenfion. All his great falents (con- 
ſtrue the word, if you will. only as the Komans 
uſed it) — his univerſil fervices, his numerous 
connexions - as far at 1-att as he can ſway them, 
--- are conſtantly employed in En land; and are 
implicitly devoted to Enzlifh Adminittration. -- 
But inclinatian, as well as connexion, naturally 
attaches a young gentleman of Mr. Conway's 

F rank and figure, to Lon don-reſidence. Beſides, 
he is indiſpenſably fattened to England, by his 
feat ia the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. Whe— 


mere expletive of his father's intereſt, is not now 
main there. How then can he repreſent. our 
not „ an inhabitant of this plice,“ and there- 


actual abſentee from this kingdom, and therefore 
an impoſſible repreſentative. 'The objection is 
inſuperable. It is not an intricate deduction of 
argument, to which perhops ſpecious ſophiſtry 
might be oppoſed. It is an unanſwerable point 
of fact. He cannot repreſent you. Wetzh then 
the conſequence, my friends! —— I was going 
to ſav, my fellow-freehulders. But that glo- 
rious title would no longer be yours. You would 
in effect disfranchiſe yourſelves. Every vote 


ther he ſits there, an independent ſenator, or a 
enquired. FHe does fit there; and he muſt re- 
county in an Iriſh parliament? He is not only. 


ſore an unconſtitutional candidate; but he is an 


given 
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given t to a man, who cannot aQ for you, is felony 
to your freeholds. It would be hizh-treaſon to 
your moſt glorious privilege, the characteriſtick 


of a free people! For you would ſurely ceaſe 


to give your conſent to laws,” when you with- 
draw your voice, that 1s your repreſentative, from 
the Legiſlative aſſembly. If then, no other ob- 
jection prevailed Mik his fituation and ſentiments 
were perfectly independent and incorrupt: if, 
in ſhort, inſtead of the preſent exiitence of things, 
every circumſtance united in bis favour ; this 
ſingle objection of abſence is invincibiy deciſive 
noainll his claims. | 
A vague obſervation is ſometimes advanced, 
that though abſent from the Iriih Houſe, it is 
rood to have a repreſentative in the Engliſh 
Houſe of Commons ; waere his ſervices may com- 


penſate for his Iriſh omiſſions. This is hardly 


the ſhadow of argument. But as even ſhadows 
my alirm, it may be worth while to diſpel it. 
In the firit place, I beg the blunder may be rec- 
tifi-d. Let him be called any thing but an riß 


| Repreſentative in an Engiifh Houſe of Commons. 


And as to his ſervices there, and the interence 
drawn from them, they are overturned both by 


fat and argument. Firit, what ſervices, eſſen- 


tial, inportant fervices, have been performed for 
Ireland, by any of theſe Irich-Engliſh repreſen— 


ta tires? Nozae ; that they ſhould not bluſh to 


mention: becauſe ſo trifling and fo inferiour. 


B 5 „ But 
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But I ſhall hereafter perhaps preſs more particu- 
larly on this topick. —— Next, if they had done 
real ſervice to Ireland; would they not have 
done it, ought they not to have done 1t,---without 
inſulting us with this mock repreſentation! --- It 
is an extraordinary claim to our favour, to tell us 
that nothing ſhall induce our candidate to ſerve 
us, but a ſurrender of our molt valuable privi- 
leges. | 
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Li r n IV. 


Tt is effential to the ery 1 of Parliament, 
that Elections ſbould be abjolute!y free. | 
BuacxsTOYE. 


For thus to regulite Candidates and Ele2ors, 


and new model the ways of Election; what is it, 


but to cut up the Government by the roots, and 
poiſon the wery e. of Public Security? 
Lock. 


ET me again, and again, urge to you the 
ILL motto of my third letter. No Lord of 
Parliament hatiz any right to interfere in the 
election of Commeners.” This is the law of the 
land. Remember it, my countrymen ! revere 

| ils 


— A 


ICU- 
one 
ave 
Out 
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| us 
rve 
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it: maintain it. It is the grand barrier of the 


conſtitution, While it ſtands firm, you remain 
ſately and invincibly entrenched, in your own 
privileges. But if ever you ſurrender it to the 
enemy, you are irretrievably ruined. The de- 
mocratick eſtate will be annihilated out of the 


- conſtitution : and you will be melted down, into 


a vile vaſlalage 3 the devoted prey and plunder 
of your deſpotick conquerors. 
I am the more warmly incenſed to Abet re- 


monſtrances, and I doubt not you will catch the 


flame, from a flagrant inſult which I have sEzN 
offered to your rights ; a direct violation of your 
moſt valued privilege. I have read a letter from 
the Earl of Hertford, who, you know, is a PEER 
in both countries, written with his own hand and 
ſubſcribed with his title, “ begging the vote and 
intereſl” of a freeholder, er his ſon Henry, at 
the next General Election“ This I have ſeen; 
and this, I will prove in proper time and place, 
if the fatal ſucceſs of any unconititutional con- 
ſpiracy thall make it neceffary for the independ- 


ent freeholders to appeal to an independent tri- 


bunal. In the mean time, I ſubmit the fat to 
your juſt Ron. 
Tur cl:ims of Mr. Conway were perhaps more 


than ſufficiently refuted, in my laſt letter. I can- 


not, however, forbear a ſhort comment on his 


_ advertiſement. —— It is really an unique ; and [I 


hope will juſtify any tautology may commit. 
a 1 « My. 
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„Nr brother, Lord Beauchamp, being de- 
„ tained by buſineſs in England, does not pre- 
ſume again to offer his ſervices,” --- &c. --- De- 
tenſion in England, it ſeems, is an inſurmountable 
objection againit the offer of ſervice to a county 
in Ireland. I heartily concur with the honour- 
able gentleman. It is an inſuperable obſtacle. 


Why. then, does he, detained as he knows he 


mult be in England,---why does he © preſume” 
to offer ſervice, which he cannot give; and to 
ſolicit truſt which he cannot execute? But, 


Lord Beauchamp will not again offer his ſer- 


S 
vices.” Does Mr. Conway. inſinuate, that his 


brother ever gave us his ſervices? If fo, we 
have reaſon to thank him for this candid confeſ- 
fon of his principles. According to him, the 
couairy will be ex-ellently ſerved, by the abſence 
of its ſervants: and the duty of parliament com- 
pleatly attende.l to, by bein; totally neglected. 


Tur Hon. Mr Hugh Skeington next preſents 


himſelf ro our confideration. It is obvious, that 
much of what has been ſ:1d, and proved, againſt 
the unconſtitutional interference of Peers in our 
clections, will apply as deciavely againſt this 
geatleman, as Mr. Conway; or, i poſſible, 
more ſo. 


Tre immediate preſence of the noble thu 


who takes bis title from your county, may have 
more immediate effect; unleſs, my countrymen, 


we ſteadily pui ſue the conduct, preſcribed to us 
"ii 


ts, 


ty 


"$0 
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by every conſideration that can actuate freemen, 
Our duty as freeholders, inculcates the neceſſity 
of repelling theſe lordly encroachments on our 
privileges; even when they threaten from afar. 
But we are bound to the moſt anxious vigilance, 


when the danger aſſails our doors; when the 


miſchief is actually amongſt us. Let every heart 
conſent to abhor it: Let every hand concur to 
caſt it forth. Let us think, as becomes rational 
beinys, that liberty is the moſt tranſcendent bleſ- 


ing :—Let us act, like men of virtue; and pre- 


lei ve it: . 
« O! let it never pcriſh in your hands, 
But piouſiy tranſmit it to your children.“ 
I ſhall, in my next letter, conſider the other 
grounds of Mr. Skeihngton's public pretenſions. 
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capacity of diſcuſſing Public Afﬀairs. 


Ln T2. NV: 
The great advantage of Repreſentatives is their 


MonTESqQuiev. 


| HE neceſſity of repreſentation in Parlia- 

ment, ariſes from the impoſſibility of our 
aſſembling there collectively. Or, though this 
| | col- 


3 


collective aſſemblage were poſſible, yet might we, 
for convenience, prefer the mode of acting by 
repreſentatives. For a great advantage accrues, 
from * their capacity of diſcuſſing publick af- 
fairs.” 

Leer us examine, in what this capacity conſiſts. 
Two qualifications are eſſentially neceſſary to 
form it; publick integrity, and publick ability. 
By publick integrity I mean, a temper of mind 
ſuperiour to all private views whatever; which 
equally ſpurns the allurements of corruption, 
the mandates of power, and the influence of 
connexions: ſteadily and ſolely intent on one 
great object, the Publick Weal. Publick ability, 
implies the faculty of attaining this object. An 
enlarged mind, to comprehend the publick bu- 
ſineſs; an enlightened underſtanding, to agitate 
and diſcuſs it; med an undaunted fpirit, to carry 
it into execution; are all involved in this exten- 
ſive term. It is, indeed, a quality of the high- 

eſt nature and uſ-. And, ſtanding on the firm 

foundation of publick integrity, conſtitutes that 
moſt glorious character, the capacity of repre- 
ſenting a tree people. 

Is comparing Mr. Skeffinzton's publick preten- 
ſions with theſe various requiſites, I really find 
myſelf embarraſſed. For, even 'n this publick 
diſculion, ſeverity ſhould if pollible be avoided. 
I thall argue, therefore, * negatively; lear- 


ng 
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ing to your judgments, and your knowledge, 
to ſupply what delicacy ſuppreſſes. 

To communicate to you therefore, what I have 
not diſcovered; I am ſorry to confeſs, that my 
ſtricteſt enquiry into this gentleman's public ca- 
pacity, hath not been able to trace any one of 


the qualifications which I have enumetated. It 


is therefore, a matter of fome ſurpriſe to his 
friends, that he ſhould refer us, in the firſt para- 
graph of his publick addreſs, to © the honour 
formerly conferred on him, in being choſen our 
repreſentative.” For, they argue, that he never 
was really in that capacity. The component 


parts were totally wanting. How then could the 
compound ſubſiſt? A reference therefore to that 
miſtaken æra, ſerves only to warn us age inſt a 


ſecond errour. Eſpecially an errour, of ſuch fatal 


importance. If he had never been in that fituati- 


on; we might have thought it poſſible, that he 
ſhould at leatt feem to fill it. But, untortunately 
for his preſent pretenſions, experience confirms 
the dictates of our judgment ; and realizes the 


beautiful alluſion of Lord Bolingbroke: „that a 


little ſtatute placed on a mighty pedeſtal, looks 
leſs, =dwindles into nothing-—from its eleva- 
tion.“? 1 | 

Ir is obvious that J ſtudy to ſpeak gently of 
this gentleman. Content with this negative ar- 


gument againſt his ſufficiency, I do not alledge 


poſitive charges of betraying truſt. I do not re- 
ter 
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fer to venal majorities, black lifts, and the obe- 


dient aye or n, the utmoſt eloquence “ and 


ſervice” of ſome repreſentatives: I ſpeak not of 
uniform devotion to the court, and to conrtly 


connections: I only ſubmit to my countrymen. 


that, independent of ſuch poſitive gwlt, their 
duty as freeholdrs obliges them to reject a can- 
didate, who is obvioufly and totally An of 
all the requiſite qualifications. 

PerMIT me, in fome meaſure to attone to my 
own feelin:s, for the diſagreeable neceſſity of 
theſe publick truths, by a juſt tribute to the pri- 
vate character of this gentleman. As far as my 
knowledge of it reaches, I gladly bear teſtimony 
to its being amiable, good-humoured, and friend- 
ly. Nay, there is a ſpecies of delicacy in it, 
which refl-Qs ſome honour on him, as a man; 
accompanied, alas! with an infirmity of mind 


that difgraces him as a ſenator. For I have good 


authority to ſay, that he laments the ſervitude of 
his ſituation. We all kn,w, too well, that he 
cannot ſhake it off. He has ſenſibility to feel the 


chain; without the ſpirit, the enterprize of mind, 


that ſhouid caſt it away, and Gare to be free. 
| RErLecT now, my countrymen !—Nothing 


can be wanting 10 your ir;o exertion of your pri- 


vileges, and vindication of your ights, on this 
great occaſion; if you give it deep and due at- 
tention. Vou will then be convinced that your 
grandeſt happineſs, the true ſummum bonum, which 

. the 


Ld] 


- the ancients puzzled for in vain, your LI REAN 

1 is at ſtake. Founded, as it is, in every virtue; 

8 you will contets it paramount to every blet- 

y ling: For, 

ES + Wanting Virtue, life is pain and woe; 

"_ But, wanting Liberty, even Virtue mourns, 

bs | « And looks around for happineſs in vain.” 

Ef - To point out the path, that leads to this glo- 
| rious object, ſhall be the more pleaſing buſineſs 

7 of my ſucceeding letters. Long enough have 

f our eyes ached, over this barren proſpect ; where 

— no verdure of virtue quickens, — no publick ſer- 

7 | vice is ſeen to bloſſom, We will with pleaſure 

y turn our view, and our choice, to a more fertile 

- ſoil, pregnant with the richeſt ſeeds: which wait 

8 | only for the cultivation of our favour, to rips n 

; into the happieſt harveſt. 
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„ | Lev vr en v8. 

: He hath no employment under the crown ; nor ts 
3 | likely to get or ſolicit for any: He hath hither- 
iS to been above temptation to act wrong 3 ; and there- 
Eo fore, is the moſt likely ta ad 7 right, as a Repreſen- 
bs -- _ tative. | | Swir r. 
r | | ; 

O Won, my countrymen! doth this 
, glorious deſcription apply? Toa whom, 


would 


1 
woald the immortal writer himſelf have given 
it ?!—who ſtudied, under ſtood, and promoted the 
untereils of this country, more perhaps than any 
p:iriot ſhe ever enjoyed! Mott aſſuredly, not to 


tie ſons and uncles of abſent Lords: For, againſt | 


ſuch, is the vengeance of his fatire perpetually 
and juſtly exerciſed. Moſt aſſuredly, not to the 
devoted conn2xions of families, uniformly and 
 univerially enſlaved to Court-cerruptions, and 
gapinz for Crown-employments.” But, as if 
the reverend champion of our libertics had fore- 
ſcen the conteſt of this day, he almoſt expreſsly 
deſcribes to your choice, your preſent cox si- 
TUTIONAL CAN DID ATE; James WILsox, 


EG. | 


* He hath no employment under the crown; 


nor is likely to get or ſolicit for any:“ For, his 
own voluntary virtue hath precluded him from 
the poſſibility. He hath hitherto been above 
temptation to act wrong:” Not only years of 
genuine and applauded ſervice, with the con- 
ſtant exertions of uncorrupt abilitics, conſpire to 
prove it; but let us, with admiration, reflect on 
the immediate effort of virtue, which gives him 
to our choice: It is not only © a ſuperiority to 
the temptation of acting wrong,“ but a reſine- 
ment in adting right; urparallelled, I will be 


bold to fay, in election annals. He hath en- 
tirely rejected a feat in Parliament for a borough 
in another county,” offered to him by a gentle- 


man 


of 


man and a friend ; devoting himſelf ſolely to your 
ſervice, in the pureſt ſpirit of liberty; while there 
is a man among you, who will cooperate with 


him to reſtore it. 


Howr ux ambitious of à feat in „ 


ne is more ambitious of the moſt honoura be 


means of obtaining it. And let me repeat, With 


an unexampled virtue, refuſes the ſmooth and cer- 


tain acquiſition of it, through a private medium; 
truſting, —nec vana fides !/—that his publick ex- 
ertions againſt the grand confpiracy, may con- 
tribute to reſcue the liberties of his country. 
Txr1s is a fact, which it is good to conſider. 


Conſidering, we muft admire. Admiting, we 
ſhall learn to imitate, and unite to reward it. 


For, let us reflect, my countrymen ! it eſt2bliſhes 
a claim on our juſtice, as well as our honour, 
Poſſeſſed of fo valuable a certainty, and fo co- 
veted a rank,—the object of ambition to all, and 
the means of emolument to moſt ; he reſigns it. 


Why is this ſacrifice? conſidered as a thing of 


intereſt, the honeſty of his mind ſpurned it. But, 
in its fairer light, as a rank of the moſt honour- 
able elevation, why did he tear himſelf from the 


| poſſeſſion of his darling object? Evidently, for 


the ſtill nobler and purer purpole of vindicating, 
at leaſt in this ſphere of action, the liberties of 


his country; and of reſtoring to you, the Free- 


holders of the county of Antrim, your moſt im- 


portant and tranſcendant privilege, Freedom of 


Elec- 


C24 1 

EleQion.—Not to ſee this, were more than bliad- 
neſs. Not to reward it, were worſe than ingta- 
titude. ab 

Bur we will not acmit, even for a moment, 
ſuch unworthy ſuſpicions. Woe turn our eyes 
with pleaſure, to the more becoming, and prof- 
perous ſtate of virtue amongſt us. For it 15 with 
the ſincereſt joy I congratulate my c2untrymen, 
on the encreaſing vigour of our juſt and generous 
ſpirit of independency. What thanks do we not 


owe,—what ſupport ſhall we nor give, to THz 


MAN, who hath rouſed this lumbering ſpirit, and 
called it into action ?—dcvoting himſelf to fall 
or to conquer, with it:—and who hath f:crifized 


to it, the very advantages, which other men 


make the primary object of their wiſhes! 


He who hath acted fo eminently right as a 


candidate, is ſurely “ moſt likely,” in the words 
of my great authority, to act right as a repre- 
ſentative.” It is therefore, our indiſpenſable duty 
to him, to ourſelves, and to our country, to 
elect him to that ſacred ſituation.— — Theſe 


truths are preſſed on my countrymen, not from 
any doubt of their ſpirit or their virtue, on this 


great criſis. But as it was well ſaid by an emi— 
nent politician, ** that the Britich conſtitution 
was the buſineſs of ev.ry Briton,” —which I hope, 
at leaſt equally applies to Ireland I therefore 
take the liberty of ſubmitting to my partners in 


this great %. es, the plain maxims of Font 
| | and 


77 


„„ 
and hnefly, which muſt make every buſineſs 
thrive and flouriſh. e 
I SHALL, in my next, trouble you with a few 
comments on ſome conſtitutional points, which 
occur in Mr. Wilſon's publick addreſſes ; and 
which deſerve our moſt ſerious conſileration. 
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The integrity of parliament is a kind of palladium, 
a tutelary goddeſs, who protects our ſtate. When 
ſhe is once removed, we may become the prey of 
any enemies. BolrixGBRORE. 


N Mr. Wilſon's addreſs to you, two points 


1 ſtand remarkably conſpicuous: the indepen- 
dent teſt, Which he propoſes to take on the day 


of election; and the plan which he ſuggeſts, to 


Collect the ſenſe of his conſtituents, for the re- 


gulation of his parliamentary conduct. Theſe 
are eminent features; and demand the niceſt at- 
tention of the political phy ſiognomiſt; who wiſhes 
to trace the true lines of liberty, and to aſcer- 
tain the genuine fon of the conſtitution. 

Pani laMENTARY teſts were always proper. 


Even in the purer days of ancient liberty, it was. 
not unwiſe to enſure, by additional obligations, 


the 
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the faithfulneſs of the ſerrant. It could never 
be thought unteaſonable, or ungenerous, to re- 
quire from the agent, at leaſt a promile that he 
would act faithfully for his employer. But what 
was right and reaſonable in the moſt virtuous 


days, modern degeneracy hath made abſolutely 
neceſſary. For it is notorious, that not only the 


\ ſublance of patriotiſm is melting away, but its 
very name and memory are falling into obliquy 


and contempt. This noble quality, the ſublimeſt of 


moral virtues, as it approaches to the ſacred na- 
ture of religion heiſelf, fo mult it expect to thare 


her abuſe, and ſuffer her misfortune. Hypocrites 


are daily detected, who do not bluſli to proſtitute 
the ſacred character of both. Miſcreants“ are 


daily heard, who deny the exift-nce of either; 
and who do not tremble, to vilify and betray 


their God and their country.—lIn this ſhameleſs 


ſtate of publick proflizacy, it is neceſſary to adopt 


every Caution, to impoſe every ſanction, to inſiſt 


on every poſſible ſecurity, for the fidelity of the 


repreſentative. The honeſt candidate for any 
truſt, will never object, will rather anxiouſly de- 
fire, to undertake in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
tor the honeſt execution of it. For ſuch an un- 
Jertaking only anticipates, in a proſpect pleaſing 
to the mind, the courſe of its own integrity. 


The 


” 


* Miſcreant or Miſcroiant, Fr. an unbeliever; a 


holder of a falſe faith, 
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The virtuous man's promiſe, is a draught on the 
bank of truth. He makes it with confidence ; 
for he knows it will be paid with honour. Thoſe 
only, heſitate to otter the ſame fund as a ſecuri— 
ty; who are conſcions that they have no correſ- 
pondence with it. 

Tre ſentiment of Mr. Willſon's propoſed eſt, 
was adverted to in my laſt letter. You there find 
it ſanctified by the higheſt authority this country 
can boaſt, the ever-memorable Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's: who makes it the ſtrongeſt recommenda- 
tory argument throughout his whole paper; © ad- 
vice to the Freemen of Dublin, in the choice of a 


| Repreſentative :” A title, and a ſubject, preciſely 


appoſite to our preſent purpoſe! 
Tur point which next claims our attention; is 


the method propoſed for collecting our ſentiments, 


which Mr. Willſon ſolemnly aſſures ns, “ hall 
regulate his parliamentary conduct.“ As to the 
mode, I do not preſume to pronounce on its ſut- 
ficiency. But it ſeems ingemioutly imagined, 
and is certainly moſt honeſtly ſubmitted. And 
this is obvious; that if any plan, more effectual, 
can be deviſed by the wiidom ot the county, the 
fame principle which binds him to your ſenti— 
ments, will gladly adopt it. 

This prenciple, of © obligation to the ſentiments 
of conflituents,” now deſerves our peculiar con- 
fideration, and applauſe, when the modern arts 
of refiners in politicks, are attempting to fritter 
| it 
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it away. It is become the faſhionable boaſt of 


our mock-repreſentatives, that they owe no fort 
of duty or ob<dience to the people. © My con- 
« ftituents !”—ſays a courtly member of par- 
lament ; What are they? A wretched rabble ; 
ignorant, and impudent, to preſume to lay 
their commands on me — A vulgar herd; not 
% fit to converſe with, much leſs to dictate to, 
Gentlemen ſo much their ſuperiours. No: | 
dine to-day with my Lord, and to-morrow 
« with his Excellency; and there I ſhall receive 
« my inſtructions.” 
let us leave him; for I am ſure, he is not fir for 
us. We ſhall at leaſt enjoy Swift's ſatisfaction; 
who comforted himſelf very pleaſantly and very 


wilely too, when great men affected airs of haugh- 
tineſs: “ Ay,” ſays he; if they make me keep 


« my diſtance, I make them keep theirs.” =— 


When difficulties occurred in the councils of 


Spain, the ſtateſmen uſed to ſay, the genius of 


old Philip the ſecond thould be confulted. Hap- 


Py for us, my countrymen! that we have a wiſer 
guide to direct us in any conſlitutional engui- 
ry :—the genius of our free conſtitution. Let us 
conſult this infallible oracle, on the queſtion be- 
fore us. And the awful voice ſhall anſwer in 
hallowed ſounds :;—* Governinent was conſti— 
* tuted in theſe free ifl:nds, by the people, for 
„the benefit of the people. To effectuate this 
„ ſacred purpoſe, it was eſtabliſhed as a funda- 

| | „mental 


And there, if you pleaſe, 


n - 


——— — — — — 


is 


40 
40 
40 


10 


- 


cc 


TY 


cc 


cc 


> 


cc 


ce 


«c 


cc 


1 
40 
cc 


46 


ce 


ce 


«c 


cc 


cc 


«c 


«6 


«c 


40 


n 
V 
q 
0 
f 


=> x > a WW 4 a © 


C 


— 


Eo 


n. 


| 8 — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
. . 
| 


14 
T 
«« 
IS) 
40 
«c 


«Cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


7 


cc 


40 


40 


ce 
(0 


cc 


cc 


c% 


«6 


4 


46 


cc. 


«c 


«6 


«6 


46 


C29.) 
mental maxim, that no man ſhould be go- 
verned by laws, made againft his conſent.” 
This, it was impoſſible for all the individuals 
collectively to give. A ſelect rumber there- 
fore, muſt be FREELY CHOSEN ; who ſhall 
collect the genera! ſentiments, and ſpeak the 
general voice ; for the benefit of All, with the 
conſent of All. And they ſhall be called, re- 
preſentatives of the people; becauſe they are 
deputed by tkem to a ct for them, as if themſelves 
were preſent. Such repreſentatives therefore can 


act only as the creating fower enjuins : or they 


tranſgreſs their nature, and loſe their name. 


_ « TT is too certain that this beautiful ſyſtem 


will be deformed by human frailty. Over- 
weening pride will ſometimes ſwell above the 
voice of the elector: and too often will ſordid 


intereſt ſeduce, contrary to the call of the con- 


ſtituent. But theſe are treaſons to the conſti- 
146 


tution. And He, and He only, is her loyal ſon; 
who devotes him, elf totally to the intereſts, and to 


* the commands of the people.” “ Nor let the 


arrogance of modern pride object to ſuch obe- 
dience, as impoſing 1lliberal fetters oa repre- 
ſentatives, and enſlaving them to the vulgar. 
Let them learn, that to enjoy legal liberty, 
they muſt ſubnut to legal reſtraint. Let them 
know, that a real repreſentative, aQing for 


and with the people; enjoys a ſituation, 


| «© the 


C3 
re the moſt liberal and exalted, of which huma- 
40 nity iS capable.” For, let them be taught, 
Their country is a maſter, whoſe ſervice is per fec 
freedom. 


March 4th, 1776. 


77 A FREEHOLDER. 


L's T Ten VIII. 


Tell me not of your engagements and promiſes to ano- 


ther. Your promiſes were ſins of inconſideration, 


at bet; and you are bound to repent, and annul 


them. SwIr r. 


E have examined the leading merits of 

| Mr. Willſon's claim; and we find them 
ſtrictly conſtitutional. Theſe were certainly more 
than ſuthcient to eſtabliſh his pretenſions in an in- 
finite preference to thoſe of his competitors. But 
it is a juſtice due to ſuch ſingular merit, to give 
it ſingular and particular attention. For the more 


we analyze the ſubject, the more we ſhall ad- 


mire its ſymmetry and perfection. He reſides 
among ſt us. An indiſpenſable qualification: for 
furely the reſidence of a repreſentative in another 
country, is the grofſeſt mockery of the conſti- 


tuent. Furors are, by law, ſummoned from the 


neighbourhood and thall it be endured, that the 


infinitely higher truſt of repreſentation, whoſe very : 


name 


na- 
ht, 
fed 


ER. 
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1 
name implies the preſence of the agent, tall be. 
burleſqued, annihilated ?—not only turned out of 
the neighbourhood, but baniſhed from the kingdom! 
Law, decency, common ſenſe, and common jul- 
tice forbid it. He builds his expectations only on 
the free ſupport of the people. 


{oundation ; which will not fail him; while we 


A truly conſtitutional | 


have underitanding to value, and ſpirit to defend, 
our freeholds, our privileges, and our liherties.— 
Slade to no court-connexion, no family-infiuence, 
„he hath no employment under the crown, nor 


79 


is likely to get or ſolicit for any.” A moſt power- 
ful recommendation to your preference: for, ſuch 
men, the ſame great authority whom I have quot- 
ed, aſſures you, ** are already engaged againſt 


you.” ——Happily gifted by nature, liberally cul- 


tivated by education, independent in ſpirit, and 
incorrupt in principle; he poſſeſſes that rare union 


of admirable qualities, which fully conſtitute ©* he 
capacity” of repreſenting a great, and a free people. 
So peculiarly qualified, ſo unanſwerably re- 


commended by his intrinſick merit, it may be won- 


dered that ſuch repeated arguments are uſed to 
urge 10 bor it would ſeem unneceſſary to incul- 
cate and re- recommend to your choice, the man 
who is in himſelf fo evidently and infinitely prefe- 


_ rable ! Certainly, my friends, it were ſuperfluous ; 


if you be conſcious of your ſituation; if you 
know, that your voice on this ſacred ſubject, is 
| C2 | and 


1 
and muſt be free; even up to the moment of 
election; that no power on earth hath a right to 
anticipate, or direct it that you yourſelves can- 
not engage it; and that if an unwary word or 


promiſc have eſcaped you, it hath no force what- 
ever; it is a fin of W and you 


are 1 to repent and annul it.” 

T x1s is indiſputably true. But as it is a point, 
not ſufficiently underſtood, _ me to add a few 
words upon it. 

My poſition is, that promiſes, raſhly and indif- 
creetly given, the performance of which violates 
the higheſt duties, and tends to the deepeſt miſ- 
chiefs, impoſe not the leaſt obligation on the giver : 


—unleſs it be an obligation, to“ repent and annul 
them.” —— The concurring authorities of the 


wiſeſt writers and moſt virtuous men, were ſuffici- 


ent to prove the point, ad verecundiam, as Logi- 


cians ſay, if it did not carry conviclion in. itſelf. 
Without recurring therefore to the expreſs appro- 
bation of it by Cicero or Seneca, by Lord Bacon 
or the reverend name at the head of my paper; let 
us ſimply conſider the nature of a promiſe. 

A PROMISE is a voluntary declaration of ſet- 
tled intention; and always unplies ſome real be- 


nefit to be conferred on the perſon to whom it is 


made. If any of theſe ingredients be wanting, 
there is no promiſe ; and therefore no obligation. 


For inſtance : if involuntarily | am forced to make 


a decla- 


"0 3 


a declaration to another, it does not bind e; | 


for it is not mine; I am not bound to conſorm to 
words, which a ruffian's piſtol at my breaft, forces 
from my mouth; for they are his words; and 
come to me, only through the medium of his piſ- 

to! ; which, I preſume, does got ſanctify them. 


Again: the intention muſt be ſctiied, and rational. 


For, if I /uddenly throw out ab/urd declarations, it 
is my duty to myſelf, as a rational being, to recti- 


fy them. The wild guſts of madneſs or intoxica- 


tion, or the heedleſs folly of thoughtleſs precipi- 


tance, inſtitute no claim on our ſobered mind. 
Reaſon will reſume her office, and vindicate her 
right to the fortreſs, which paſſion or weakneſs 
had taken by ſurprize. Laſtly, ſome real benefit 


is to be conferred ; or the obligation ceaſes. If I 


have undertaken to a man in a fever, to feed his 


thirſt with ſpirituous liquors ; am I therefore 
obliged to murder the delirious wretch ? 
Lex us apply theſe obſervations, to the promiſes, 


| as they are called, of votes at elections. Are 


they always entirely voluntary? Are they always 
ſettled, well-weighed intentions ?—founded on a 
thorough diſcuſſion of the merits of the candidates, 
and a convittion that no worthier can poſſibly 
ariſe ? Do they always confer real, genuine ad- 
vantage, on all candidates who ſolicit them? Or 
do they not ſometimes feed the fever of corruption; 
and, in the general calamity of the conſtitution, 

| . eee 
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deſtroy the very men, whoſe intemperate delirium 


fo greedily quaffs the poiſon ? 

| ReveMBER, allo, my friends |! that in the mo- 
ment of election, you ſtand forth the immediate 
guardians of your country. Your facred duty to 
ter, our univerſal parent, is a free, unbiaſſed, di/- 


engaged exertion of your right of ſuffrage. . To 


lier, you owe an original, unalienable, eternal 
duty. You are therefore abſolutely, and unconſtituti- 


onaily, free Except in the ſenſe, in which omni- 


potence itſelf is limited hy wiſdom and juftice. 


Ac x only as thoſe guides direct, and fulfil your 


duty to your country and your poſterity. 


March gth, 1776. A FxeemoLDER. | | 


Lz rTI x IX. 


| Hail, Independ*nce, hail! Heaven's next beſt gif 
To that of life, and an immortal ſoul. 
The liſe of life ! which to the banquet high 
And ſober meal gives taſte ; to the baw'd roof 
Fair-dream' d repoſe, and to the cottage charms. 
THOMPSON, 


Great and a wife King of Macedon . 


his attendants daily to repeat to him this 
ſalutary memento ; Philip, thou art a man.” 


He 


ft gift 
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He knew the frailty of his nature ; and thought it 
expedient to guard againſt its errors, by being thus 
conſtantly reminded into the duties of humanity. 


Let us not bluſh to imitate fo reſ+Rable an 
example. 


Let us rather triumph in ſurpaſſing it 


and daily, and hourly, inculcate to each other, 
the ſuperiour dignity and duty of our ſit uation 


Friends! ve ARE FREEMEN. 


Ir was beautifully ſaid by the Roman orator and 
philoſopher, © Virtue is in herſelf ſo lovely, that 
to be loved, ſhe needs only to be ſeen.” Her na- 
tive, genuine charms, he repreſents as irreſiſtible ; 
and which could not fail of univerſal adoration, 
only if men would open their eyes and behold her. 


Such alſo, is the intrinſic beauty of Liberty; rival- 


ling, as ſhe does, or perhaps even ſurpaſſing in 
lovelineſs, her lovely ſiſter. For, Liberty is the 


refinement of Virtue. The ſtrong point of prefe- 


rence has been before obſerved ; that as Virtue 
is efſential to the true happineſs of life, ſo Liberty 
is neceſſary to the happineſs of Virtue. And the 
reaſon is convincing. For, Liberty is founded in, 


and reſults from, all the good and great qualities 


united. Her nature muſt therefore be ſuperlative- 
ly noble ; and, to recur to Cicero's alluſion, the 
poſſeſſion of her charms, muſt be the higheſt hap- 


pineſs. 1 7 8 

Inovs it is unneceſſary here to diſclaim the 
exceſs, or the abuſe, of this glorious principle. 
Rational, legal liberty, and only that, is intended 


C 4 to 
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to be praifed ; which differs as eſſentially from the 
rude riot of licentiouſneſs, as wiſdom is diſtin& 
from madneſs, or as reaſon excells brutality. The 
admirable Milton has well diſtinguſhed, where he 
inveighs againſt the hypocrites of this virtue in the 
extreme. As the paſſage well expoſes the falſe 
pretenſions to it, and in the ſame proportion ex- 


tols the truth, permit me to cloſe theſe obſervati- 


ons with it. 


** They bawl for freedom i in their ſenſeleſs 


mood, 
Vet quarrel with the hand that makes them free: 
** Licenſe they mean, when they cry Liberty; 


For, who loves that, muſt fir ſt be wiſe and good.” 
THar genuine liberty, in its true temperate 

perfection, is the ſcope of our happy conſtitution ; 

that Parliaments, fairly repreſenting the peo- 


ple, are the only effectual guardians of this in- 
eftimable object; 


of repreſentation ; and above all, that abſolute 


treedom of election i is eſſential to its very being ; 


—— that, therefore, abſentees from the coun- 


try, nominees of Lords, and devotees to lordly 


iafluence and court-corruptions, are unconſtitu- 
tional candidates ;—are the leading points, which 
have been ſubmitted to you in theſe letters. I 
will not inſult your underſtanding, or your ho- 
neſty, ſo far as to doubt that theſe poſitions 
required my feebte ad to prove them. They are 


tel | 


that publick integrity, and 
publick ability, are neceſſary to execute the truſt 
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{ ſelf-evident truths ; and, to be admitted, needed 


only to be ſeen. Let me then only claim the 


humble mechanical merit of having diſplayed 


them to your view :—your own ſympathies of 


virtue have the praiſe of inſtantly feeling their 


full force ; and, in effect, giving them due at- 


tention. 


AcREE1NG thus in the nature of theſe grand 


principles, a very important conſideration remains 
for us, as to the mode of giving them due and ef- 


fective operation. And I beg the particular at- 


gention of my countrymen to one very material 


and eſſential point. 
Taxee candidates now ſolicit our ſuffrages. 


Two of them we ſee are proſcribed, by every 
conſtitutional conſideration. The third, we with 
pleaſure adopt, as recommended to our choice, 


in the ſame powerful proportion. The friends 
therefore of independence, and of their country, 


will certainly give their ſupport to Mr. Wilſon. 
But let them remember that the only method to do 
ſo effeQually, is to with-hold all poſſible aſſiſtance 
from the others, his unconſtitutional antagoniſts. 


The danger is, that well-meaning electors might 
collaterally and unintentionally deſtroy the Fett 


| of their firſt ſuffrage, and their honeſt wiſhes, 
For inſtance, a voter thoroughly conſcious, as he 
| muſt be if he be a freeman, of the infinite prefe- 


rence of Mr. Willſon's claims, reſolves to vote for 
him. He does fo ; and fo far fulfills his duty to 
3 ? IN C - | his 
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| his country.—Zut, he has a ſecond vote to give? 


And for this he is ſolicited by acquaintances, 
by friends, by landlords, &c. &c.—in favour of 
one of our honourable candidates. Well,” thinks 
mw have given one vote to ſatisfy my conſci- 

* ence hy thould not I give another to ſatis- 


* fy a friend ?—l wiſh Willſon ſucceſs, with all 


** my heart; and I gave him my firft vote; but 
„as I have a ſecond, I muſt give it —ſo you 
« thall have it, Sir.” But the misfortune is, 
that this ſecond vote weighs juſt as heavy as the 


firſt ; and thrown into the oppoſite ſcale of tte 


adverſary, totally annihilates the intended friend- 
ly effect of the preference given. So that at 
beſt it reduces the voter to a ftate of non- entity. 


But it may, it muſt, be worſe. He will become 
the inſtrument of the miſchief his heart abhors. 
For if the independent wiſh be thus fruſtrated by 


the annihilation of the independent vote, the con- 


federated enemy muſt prevail. Their coalition 


and mutual ſupport are certain; and are the very 
grievance we complain of. We do not now en- 
quire whether the trained bands who march in 
{ugport of this lordly league, be allies or mercena- 
ries in the cauſe. But of this we may be ſure ; 

that they will march to an inglorious victory over 
their country, unleſs her independent ſons * 


aud effeQually 1 unite in her defence. 


L yors 
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I mo?E it is obvious, that the only method of 
doing ſo, is to refolve either on giving a /ng/- 


vote to Mr. Willſon, or to ſelect another gentle- 


man of conſtitutional principles and independent 
fpirit, on whom to beſtow our ſecond voice. Let 
us be deeply impreſſed with the neceſſity of con- 
fining our ſupport to conſtitutional merit. Let 
us anxiouſly remember, that the duty of a free- 
holder as powerfully precludes him from voting 
for an unworthy-candidate, as it urges him to 
the choice of a proper one. | 

I SHALL trouble you with perhaps only another 
letter ; in which I propoſe to ſubmit to your con- 
ſideration a few hints relative to the teſt, by which 


we are to try our candidates. 


March 13th, 1776. A FaeeHoOLDER. 


Lir rin . 


A patriot is always ready to countenance the juſt 
claims, and animate the reaſonable hopes, of the 
People. He reminds them frequently of their 

rights; and ſtimulates them to reſent encroach- 
ments ; and to MULTIPLY SECURITIES. 

Joxw50x, 


HE latter branch of this patriotick duty is 
the only one which now remains for our 
So atten- 
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attention. My countrymen and fellow-freehold- 
ers are ſufficiently apprized of their rights ; and, 
convinced that abſolute freedom of election is the 
eſſence of them all, they reſent and will repel all 
attempted encroachments on it. Confiding there- 
fore in your virtue to value your liberties, and 
your ſpirit to ſupport them, permit me to appeal 
to your underftanding for the moſt effectual me- 
thod to multiply ſecurities in their defence. 

In all negociations where truſt is repoſed, the 

leading and principal ſecurity is the character of the 
perſon truſted. This is diſcovered, either by re- 
| ference to his conduct in ſimilar ſituations ; or by 
a nice ſcrutiny into his principles, whether they 
de ſuch as juſtify a future confidence: and inaſ- 
much as experience is ſuperior to experiment, 
the former ground of confidence is more certain. 
But if both unite in his favour, we gladly receive 
him into ours; and confer that confidence 
which his tried integrity has earned, and his ho- 
nourable principles deſerve: and theſe conſpiring 
proofs of character, form no mean ſecurity to 
 tho#, who feel in their own breaſts the force of 
virtue, and entertain a ſympathy of honour. 

Bur as human imperfection for ever forbids an 
abſolute certainty in human virtue, and as the 
ſolicitude for an object ſhould ever be in proporti- 
on to its importance, it is our duty anxiouſly to 
aſcertain, as fas as is poſſible, the praſent merits | 
= 1 5 and 


C 
and the future virtue of our candidates for the truſt 
of repreſentation ; to multiply ſecurities, and © to 
make aſſurance double ſure.” 
One of the gentlemen who ſubmit themſelves 
to our choice, more than meets us in this idea. 
With the prompt alacrity of public virtue he ſteps 


forward; and by the propoſal of a ſolemn previ- 


ous engagement, for the aſcertainment of his fu- 


ture conduct, he anticipates our wiſhes; and gives, 


before we aſk, the additional multiplied ſecurity. 
This meaſure has been diſcuſſed in a former letter; 


and its propriety eſtabliſhed, as far as it relates to 
parliamentary conduct, to enſure the virtue of re- 


preſentatives: let us now examine whether it be 


not equally expedient in a pre! miaary point of 
view, to diſcover the principles and diſcriminate. 
the merits of candidates. es 


-— — 


Tu name, by which this meaſure is generally | 


known, leads us to its nature and its uſe. It 8 
called a TEST ;—a criterion ;—a touchſtone ;— 


by which we may know, before we approve ; and 


tween them, and to aſcertain the ſervices he is to 


perform. Without a precaution of this fort, an 
inlet is given to the moſt prepoſterous and abfurd 
confuſion. A gentleman may be ſent to parlia- 
| ment, poſſeſſing perhaps the beſt intentions in the 


world : 


try before we truſt. When a candidate propofes 
bis ſervices to electors, it ſurely is not very unna- | 
tural nor unwiſe in them to examine into his prin- 
ciples, to ſettle the import of the covenant be- 
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world; for, to ſtate the argument in the faireſt 
manner, we will ſuppoſe him at leaſt ethically 
right. But unfortunately theſe intentions and ſen- 
timents are not the intentions and ſentiments of 
his conſtituents. They think and wiſh, in a man- 
ner diametrically oppoſite to the man, whom they 
have choſen to expreſs their thoughts, and effect 
their wiſhes: and the moſt ridiculous contradicti- 
on enſues ; their agent acts againſt them, — their 
repreſentative miſrepreſents them. 

Ir is obvious that this confuſion, contradiction, 
and miſchief, might be deciſively prevented, by 2 
full and conſtitutional teſt : a teſt which might 
ſufficiently diſcriminate the publick principles of 
candidates; and in conſequence, eſtabliſh an ad- 
ditional ſecurity of their virtue as repreſentatives. 

Waen I ſpeak of a full and conſtitutional teſt, 
you perceive that I mean one more comprehenſive, 
and more effectual for the above-mentioned pur- 
| Poſes, than that which has been propoſed to your 
approbation by Mr. Willſon. As far as his goes, 
it is excellent in its ſanction; and, in the fulleſt 
degree diſintereſted in principle : and for him in 
particular, the freeholders to whom he ſubmits 
it, would certainly think it ſuperfluous to inſert ad- 
ditional matter. But I conceive it will be found 
| inſufficient to cover the general extent of this great 
_ queſtion ; or to ſecure the particular purpoſes, 
which it certainly is his and every freeman's with 
to promote. Effectually to do fo, it will be ne- 


ceſſary 
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' ceſfary to enter more into the detail; to ſpecify 
ſome leading particular points to the candidate, 


—ſome indiſpenſable articles of political faith to 
which he muſt conform, before we admit him to 
our political communion ; or at leaſt before we 
confer on him its honours and dignities. 


March 29th, 1776. A FxeenoLDes. 
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| Reſolved, That the engagement now rand, be de- 


manded on the part of the Livery of Londgg, to 
be ſigned by every candidate wwho ſhall be put in 
nomination to repreſent this city in the enſuing 
Parliament. 


ELetcTors or Loxpon, in GviLlp- 
HALL ASSEMBLED, Ocr. zd, 1774. 


Have not preſumed to ſubmit, much leſs to 
urge to you, any opinions Which are not 


| anRiified by the greateſt authorities. The prin- 


ciples of the conſtitution, as they have been de- 


' ſcribed in theſe letters, are mculcated by the 


greateſt writers. The mode of giving them ef- 
fect, we ſee, at the head of my paper, eftabliſh- | 


ed by the wiſeſt practice. 


Tur 
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Tae city of London hath ever ſtood foremoſt 85 
in the cauſe of freedom. From the days of Mag- 


na Charta, when her Mayor was the firſt to fix 
chat glorious land-mark of our liberties ; to eſta- 
bliſh on a rock the original rights of the people ; 
to control with a patriot-hand the tyranny of 
Kings ; and for ever to teach them this awful 
truth, that as the foundation of their throne is 
laid in the conſent and for the benefit, fo its ſe- 


curity can only be found in the affection of their 


ſubjects:.— from that memorable period of trium- 


phant patriotiſm to the preſent hour, alas not 


equally triumphant !—in the various courſe of 


the moſt trying and important fituations, hiſtory | 
conſpires to prove what is evident, excluſive of 
| hiſtory,—that the city of London is juſtly raiſed 


to her preſent umperial ſummit by the virtues as 


well as the valour of her citizens that ſhe is 


not more eminent for wealth than for wiſdom, 
not more renowned for power than for juſtice, — 
' deſervedly the metropolis of extended empire, 
| becauſe confeſſedly the centre of eſtabliſhed li- 
berty. 

Inseined by fuch an example, mall we not 


| imitate its wiſdom, and partake its ſucceſs ? 


Flowing from ſuch a ſacred ſource, ſhall we not re- 
vere the hallowed ſtreams ; and with a pious zeal 
_ purify them from the venal filth and rubbiſh, with 
which the ſacrilegious invaders endeavour to pol- 
ute and pervert them ? 


To 
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To effect this ſalutary purpoſe, and reſtore the 


conſtitution to its original purity, it ſeemed good 
to the great authority which I have quoted, to 


propoſe to their candidates a certain ſolemn en- 
gagement, ſpecifying to them many important 


_ conſtitutional meaſures, the ſignature and adopti- 
on of which ſhould be an indiſpenſable prelimina- 


ry to their election. And the efficacy of the mea- 
ſure has been amply approved in the virtue of 


their repreſentatives. The electors of that great 
city are really repreſented ; and have, as all 
electors ought to have, a voice in legiſlation. 


They are not mocked with an abſent repreſenta- 


tive: nor inſulted with a wooden one. No 


Lords interfere to rob them of their rights, by 


the nomination of one, whoſe abſence precludes 
him from the poffibility of acting for them, 
though his connexions ſhould give him leave; or 


by the impoſition of another, whoſe ſervile ſitu- 
ation for ever diſqualifies him, even if his natu- 


ral diſabilities were removed. They are neither 


cheated, nor intimidated out of their privi- 
leges: but, ſtanding on the firm ground of elec- 
tion independence, they ſend their choſen de- 
legates, tried by the teſt, and approved by their 
judgment, to repreſent them in parliament ho- 
nourably, obediently, faithfully and effectually: 
exhibiting to theſe kingdoms an eminent example 
of the good policy of virtue; the general adop- 
tion of Which muſt, in the words of their noble 
| es © © 
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ſtateſman and orator, . fix us ſecurely on the 
ſummits of freedom and proſperity.” | 
PexMiT me now to offer to your candid and | 
ſerious judgment, for your approbation, improve- 


ment, or alteration, or whatever may ſeem good 
to you, the following ſketch of a teſt for our can- 
didates; as containing the grand deſiderata of our 
cones. 

** I, A. B. do moſt ſolemnly promiſe and en- 


gage myſelf to my conſtituents, if 1 ſhall have 


the honqur of being choſen to repreſent this coun- 
ty in parliament, that I will endeavour to the ut- 
moſt of my power, to promote and procure, and 


having procured to maintain and continue, acts 


of the legiſlature, 
For eſtabliſhing a more fair and equal repre- 
ſentation of the people in parliament. 


„% Por vindicating all the legal rights of the 


people; eſpecially, their grand privilege, abſo- 
lute freedom of election, | 

For ſubjecting each candidate for a ſeat in 
parliament to an oath againſt his having uſed 
| bribery, or any other illegal or uncooftirutional 
means of gaining his election. 


Fon excluding penſioners from fitting in the 


Houſe of Commons ; and for reducing the num- 


ber of placemen there, as much as is confiſtent 


with the publick ſervice. 


« For 


— — — — — — 
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Fo explaining the many revenue acts, 
which intend the great parts of the revenue for 
the ſervice of the kingdom; which parts of the 


revenue it is therefore illegal to charge with pen- 


fions ; and for diſtinguiſhing them from thole 


acts, whereby the King is inveſted with a private 


property in a few particulars : in order to reduce 
the pecuniary power of the crown within law, and 
conform it to liberty. To 

For explaining, amending, or if it ſhall be 
found neceffary to the freedom of the country, for 


_ repealing the law of Henry the 5th, commonly 
called Poyning's law; in order to vindicate Ire- 
land from the hardſhips ſhe ſuſtains under the 
miſconſtruction and oppreſſion of that law, oblig- 


ing her as is pretended to tranſmit, through the 
unconſtitutional medium of the privy council, all 
her bills to England, for the previous approbation 


or alteration or rejection of the King in council 


there, and originating many of her laws in the 


illegal ſource of that privy council, thereby de- 


priving her of her righis as a free country, and 


fſubjugating her to the arbitrary caprice and cor- 
ruption of powers ur known to the conſtitution, 
Lord Lieutenants Secretaries, Privy councils, and 


Engliſſi Attorney-General. 8 . 
l do alſo moſt ſolemnly promiſe not to accept 


from the crown or its miniſters, during the ex- 


iſtence of the enſuing parliament, nor as long as 
J ſhall have the honour of repreſenting this 
county, 
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county, place, penſion, contract, title, gratuity, 
or emolument of any kind nor in any mode what- 
ſoever: unleſs the extraordinary exigence of pub- 


lick affairs ſhould render it neceſſary for his Majeſty 


to call for the general aſſiſtance of his ſubjects in a 
_ juſt cauſe ; 


termine : For, 


Ido further promiſe, and bind myſelf to my 


_ conſtituents, by every aſſurance that a man of ho- 
nour can give or expect, that I ſhall at all times 


and all occaſions exactly purſue ſuch inſtructions 


as they ſhall think proper to give me.” 
Is there an idea in this teſt, to which a conſtitu- 
tional candidate can take exception? None, I 


aſſert, not one. Is the mode of taking it ob- 


jectionable? Certainly not. For it is che mildeſt, 


and moſt gentle. We only require our candidates 
to ſign it. Preſerved in our county- records, their 


fignature ſhall be ſufficient. Litera ſcripta manet. 
We will not preſs them to ſwear. We need not, 
with the elegant Otway, violate theig delicacy 
by fo rude a bond.” 


% No, not an oath”—according to Brutus, 


ſpeaking thro' Shakeſpeare- 


If that the fate of men — 
„ The 1 of our ſouls, the time's abule; 
* If theſe be motives weak—break off betimes.” 


But I have exceeded my uſual limits: and 
Os. © 


which juſtice however, and exigence, 
I ſhould cathbely ſubmit to my conſtituents to de- 


A” ow :<a 
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will therefore defer a few farther thoughts, as to 
the mode of the county's adoption 'of this, or 


any other teſt, till my next, which ſhall be my con- 
cluding letter. 


April 5. A 9 R. 


LETTER XII. 
Our friends are dear to us ; our relations are dear ; 
dear are our families, our parents and our chil- 
| dren: but all theſe affect ions, theſe tender cha- 
rities, are comprehended in the ſuperlative love 
doe ove 10 our country; . for the advantage of | 
which, what wy man would hefitate to die? 
| „ ene. 
OR E we proceed to the mode of pub- 


A4- lickly adopting a teſt, it may be neceſſary to 
premiſe a few words in explanation of ſome parts 


of that, which I took the liberty of propoſing, 


not ſo much to your adoption as your conſidera- 


_tion.—Perſons and places, in a conſtitutional 


light, are evils of great magnitude. For they 
attach a great intereſt to the crown, preponde- 


rating already, from other cauſes, againſt the 
weight of the commons. But ſome evils are ne- 


ceſſary, in the political as well as the natural 


ſyſtem. And we muſt learn to bear our conſti- 


tution with its natural and neceſſary infirmities. 
Of this deſcription are placemen in the houſe of 


Commons; without a certain number of whom, 
to open and explain the public accounts, and 


to 


C7 

to ſtate the neceſſities of publick ſervice, the bus 
ſineſs of the houfe muſt ſtagnate, and the neceſ- 
ſary mtercourſe be interrupted between the ex- 
ecutive and the legiſlative. Penſioners, on the 
other hand, have no buſineſs there. Thoſe pub- 
lick beggars of the ſtate are at leaſt as unqualified 
to tit in parliament, as the private. beggars of the 
ſtreet. Let them then enjoy their alms, withour 


the ambition or abſurdity of being the legiſlators | 


af the kingdom. But a certain number of men, 


with the knowledge, and the reſponſibility too, of 


_ office, are neceſſary to wite and effective legiſla- 


tion. In the teſt thereſore, a limitation of place- | 


men, not an excluſion, was ſtipulated : fan&tifed 


however by the countroul of the conſtituents, as 


to the necellity and degree of that limitation, and | 


the propriety of the repreſentative ever becoming 
RP | Vw, | 
Signature of the teſt was propoſed, inſtead of 


an oath; as well from the great authority there 


cited, and a confidence that ſuch an act would be 
ſufficiently obligatory ; as from a with to diſarm 
every poſſible objedtion to the meaſure, which 


ſome too ſcrupulous reatoners might advance. 


There is a ſort of ſtrained nicety, a prudery in 
conſcience and religion, which objects to the ute of 
oaths, unleſs particularly preſcribed and authoriz- 
ed. If however any conſtituents think that ſancti- 
on neceſſary, the candidate who {hall adopt it mult 
vith them have additional merit. 

To agree on the propriety of this great publick 
mezſure, and to eſtabliſh it both in principle and 

| form, 


„ | 
form, the moſt publick conſultation and concur- 
rence are requiſite. Publick meetings are held for 
this purpoſe ; announced to the county by the 
ſheriff, on the application of a ſufficient number of 
freeholders. It then becomes his duty to convene _ 
them in the moſt convenient place. Our preſent 


worthy ſheriff, it is ſuppoſed, wou!d not heſitate in 
_ advancing any meaſure for the publick advantage ; 


which a county-meeting, preparatory to an elec- 


tion, has been always confidered to be; and is moſt 


reſpectably recommended to this country, by the 


uniform practice of all the ſree counties in England. 
But though a Sheriff refuſes his concurrence, the 
meaſure proceeds. Bodies of freeholders advertiſe; 


and call on their brother-eleQors to meet, to delibe- 


rate, to decide, on the moſti important ſubject which 
can occur to them. A Sheriff is called upon, only as 
the principal officer of the county; and the natural 


channel through which publick notice ſhould 


be conveyed to them. But if that channel be 
ſtopped up, the publick deſire will find a vent,— 
will make itſelf a way. And, I have heard, 


that in ſuch caſes its progreſs is the more impetu- 


ous and irreſiſtable. Strengthened by oppoſi- 


tion, the encreafing ſtream of patriotiſm ſwells 


into a victorious torrent, and bears down or over- 


flows every obſtacle that endeavours to withſtand 
It. 


Tre neceſſity of this meaſure, its wiſdom, a 


form in which it may be drawn up, and the me- 


thod for its county adoption, have been ſubmit- 
ted 


($2 
ted to you. It is yours to adopt that form, or 
a better one and to purſue the moſt effectual 
method to give it publick ſanction. The ſubject is 
of the deepeſt nature, and the moſt ſerious ten- 
dency. It requires all our attention to fathom it; 
and calls for all our ſpirit to do it juſtice. Let me 
conjure you, lay it to your hearts with the cordi- 
ality it deſerves. 
I Mucn apprehend that the detacked appear- 
ance of theſe letters, their interruption and im- 
per ſection, have rendered them very inadequate 
io the importance of tlie cauſe I have undertaken. 
Confident however in the goodneſs of that cauſe, 


and of the principle with which I undertook it, 


let me hope that the merit of both will plead for 
and ſupply the inſufficiency of the advocate. 
Magna eſi veritas, et pravalebit. It will, it muft 
prevail. Liberty ſhall triumph over her confede- 
rated enemies. The fallen haughtineſs of hum- 


bled power, and the baſeneſs of grovelling cor- 


Tup*ion ſhall lick the duſt together. Independence 
and publick virtue ſhall ere& the ſtandard of free- 


dom high in the happy land; under her victorious 


banners, peace ſhali ſmile and induſtry ſhall flou- 
riſh. Eſteem, confidence, and affection, the free 
gifts of grateful liberty, ſhall wait upon our rulers 
who ſhall be popular in proportion to their power ; 
and ſhall find their firmeſt ſupport, as it will be 


their chief happineſs, to prefide over an united 


people. | 
april gib, 1776. A FaetnoLDes. 
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